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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, TS 

SUBJECT: MISKAR: TUNISIAN NATURAL GAS PROJECT 

REF: TUNIS 3408 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . GULF INTERSTATE ENGINEERING (GIE) REPRESENTATIVE HAS 
HEARD FROM HIS TUNISIAN SOURCES THAT SEVERAL QUOTE DESIGN 
TYPE UNQUOTE CONTRACTS FOR MISKAR GAS PROJECT HAVE BEEN 
AWARDED TO FRENCH FIRMS. NO FURTHER DETAILS WERE AVAILABLE 
ON SPECIFICS OF CONTRACTS OR WHICH FIRMS RECEIVED THE 
AWARDS. 

2. GIE, IN JOINT- VENTURE WITH RAYMOND INTERNATIONAL, AND 
SEVERAL OTHER U.S. COMPANIES HAVE ALREADY SPENT GREAT DEAL 
OF TIME AND MONEY ON THIS PROJECT. EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE 
LARGELY BECAUSE TUNISIANS HAVE PROCLAIMED, TO EMBASSY AND 
TO USDOC (DURING REKIK'S MEETING WITH CAGNE MARCH 2), THAT 
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THEY ARE VERY INTERESTED IN HAVING U.S. FIRMS PARTICIPATE 
IN PROJECT. IF CONTRACTS HAVE BEEN AWARDED TO FRENCH 
FIRMS WITHOUT GOING TO INTERNATIONAL TENDER, 

NUMBER OF U.S. COMPANIES, AND USG AGENCIES, WILL BE MOST 
RELUCTANT IN FUTURE TO MAKE EFFORT TO PURSUE LARGE INDUS- 
TRIAL PROJECTS IN TUNISIA SINCE COUNTRY WOULD SEEM TO BE 
IRRETRIEVABLY TIED TO FRENCH. 
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3. REFTEL INDICATED DECISION ON WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH 
DEVELOPMENT OF MISKAR GAS FIELD, AND TENDERS ON ENGINEER- 
ING FOR DRILLING PLATFORM, DUE SHORTLY. REQUEST EMBASSY 
REPORT ON CURRENT STATUS OF PROJECT AND WHETHER THERE IS 
ANY TRUTH TO GIE'S INFORMATION THAT SOME CONTRACTS HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN AWARDED TO FRENCH. VANCE 
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